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Our  work  has  now  been  carried  on  for  twenty  years. 

We  find  it  necessary  to  begin  each  report  with  a brief 
statement  of  our  object  and  methods;  since  charities 
are  often  not  perfectly  understood  except  by  those  im- 
mediately engaged  in  the  work. 

Our  primary  object  is  to  assist  a mother  to  keep  her 
infant  in  her  personal  charge,  and  by  temporary  aid  to 
help  her  to  become  permanently  self-supporting,  when 
(without  such  help)  she  might  be  obliged  either  to  give 
her  child  up  for  adoption  or  place  it  at  board  where 
it  might  perhaps  be  neglected.  This  includes,  as  a 
secondary  object,  some  supervision  of  infants.  The 
mother  is  our  first  interest;  but  we  think  we  assist  her 
best  by  helping  her  to  faithfully  care  for  her  child. 

Married  and  unmarried  mothers  are  equally  included 
in  this  charity.  The  only  condition  of  receiving  help  is 
that  a mother  shall  love  her  infant  and  desire  to  keep  it 
with  her  and  work  for  it. 

The  principal  characteristics  of  our  work  are  as 
follows : 

I.  We  are  not  a society.  Our  active  working  force 
consists  of  three  persons,  who  give  to  it  the  larger  part 
of  their  time.  Working  as  private  individuals,  they  are 
able  better  to  enter  into  personal  relations  with  those 


4 


whom  they  help.  There  is  also  the  advantage  of  being 
free  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  peculiar  needs  of  each 
woman  assisted,  who  is  herself  regarded  as  an  individual 
and  not  as  a member  of  a class. 

2.  The  work  is  done  without  an  institution.  How- 
ever necessary  a building  and  board  of  officials  may 
be  for  some  charities,  we  think  that  we  work  to  better 
advantage  without  these  appliances ; and  we  are  also 
able  to  accomplish  more,  with  less  expense,  than  if  we 
had  an  establishment  to  maintain. 

3.  The  help  given  in  money  is  intended  to  be  tem- 
porary, and  to  place  each  individual  in  a position  where 
she  may  become  self-supporting  as  soon  as  possible. 
Some  of  our  mothers  receive  but  little  help  in  money, 
others  none,  but  each  has  what  she  needs  of  advice 
and  assistance. 

4.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  feature  of 
our  work.  An  unmarried  mother  is  helped,  not  on 
the  ground  that  she  has  “ fallen,”  but  because  she  is  a 
mother,  anxious  to  earn  her  child’s  support,  and  to  act 
the  part  of  a good  mother  toward  it.  This  avoids 
stamping  a well-meaning  girl  as  a member  of  a de- 
graded class. 

During  the  twenty  years  that  have  passed  since  our 
work  began,  these  methods  have  been  tested ; and  by 
long  experience  and  careful  observation  have  convinced 
us  that  it  is  wiser  to  assist  a mother,  (even  when  un- 
married) to  retain  the  personal  care  of  her  child,  than  to 
separate  her  from  it,  by  placing  it  at  board,  or  in  an  in- 
stitution. It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  we  do  not 
include  the  depraved  among  those  we  help.  However 
important  such  work  may  be,  it  cannot  advantageously 
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be  combined  with  ours.  There  is  a wide  difference  be- 
tween a woman  of  that  class  and  a young  girl  who  has 
once  been  led  astray,  and  whose  fault  is  due  more  to  cir- 
cumstances and  to  a friendless  and  unprotected  life,  than 
to  any  evil  tendency  in  her  nature.  What  such  a per- 
son needs  is  judicious  kindness  and  an  influence  which 
will  develope  her  higher  nature.  This  influence  she 
finds  in  the  care  of  the  helpless  child  which  is  a daily 
education  in  unselfishness,  and  strengthens  and  raises 
the  tone  of  mind  and  character. 

Many  of  the  young  women  whom  we  help  are  weak, 
ignorant  and  childish.  The  reason  and  conscience  are 
undeveloped,  and  cannot  be  relied  on  as  a governing 
force.  It  is  dangerous  to  take  her  child  away  from  a 
young  woman  of  this  type.  She  thus  loses  her  best  in- 
fluence; and  mind  and  heart  being  empty,  she  is  tempted 
to  seek  forgetfulness  in  excitement  and  unwholesome 
pleasures. 

There  is  an  increasing  interest  in  work  of  this  sort ; 
and  as  we  have  devoted  ourselves  to  it  for  so  many  years, 
we  have  learned  some  things  which  may  be  useful  to 
others,  more  recently  engaged  in  it. 

One  important  point  is  that  there  should  not  be  two 
or  more  people  helping  and  advising  the  same  young 
woman. 

A common  and  very  natural  mistake,  committed  by 
.those  inexperienced  in  these  matters,  is  to  show  a great 
deal  of  sympathy,  and  to  treat  the  young  girl  in  a way 
that  gives  her  the  pleasant  feeling  of  being  a sort  of 
heroine,  who  deserves  pity  and  tenderness  from  every- 
one. The  result  of  this  is  to  make  her  unwilling  to  ex- ' 
ert  herself,’ and  to  lead  her  to  indulge  in  foolish,  unreas- 
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enable  expectations.  Infinite  patience  is  needed  in  this 
work,  but  the  expression  of  too  much  sympathy  is  weak- 
ening and  misleading,  so  that  it  is  no  kindness  in  the 
end. 

What  a weak  and  childish  girl  needs,  is  to  feel  that, 
in  order  to  retrieve  her  character  she  must  exert  herself ; 
and  that  each  effort  to  do  right,  however  small,  is  ap- 
preciated. 

It  is  harmful,  (especially  at  first)  to  urge  and  press 
advice,  even  when  we  feel  strongly  that  a certain  course 
is  wisest  to  pursue.  By  tact,  and  by  skilful  suggestion, 
a woman  may  often  be  led,  while  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  urging  her  fixes  her  mind  more  firmly  against  the 
plan  that  is  advised.  With  a woman  of  a suspicious 
turn  of  mind,  the  mere  fact  that  she  is  advised  strongly 
to  do  this  or  that,  causes  her  to  imagine  some  mysterious 
danger,  against  which  she  must  protect  herself,  by  refus- 
to  do  anything  that  is  planned  for  her. 

If  rightly  handled,  a young  girl  will  often  turn  of  her 
own  accord  toward  the  helper,  and  show  a very  real  and 
touchinsf  gfratitude  and  affection.  But  this  result  is  not 
to  be  brought  about  by  an  eager  expression  of  sympathy 
which  makes  her  imagine  that  every  thing  in  the  least 
unpleasant  is  to  be  removed  from  her  path,  and  that  no 
exertion  is  required  of  her.  Her  disappointment  at 
finding  her  wishes  impossible  to  gratify  will  make  her 
seem  ungrateful,  selfish,  and  obstinately  bent  on  her  own 
way. 

Some  things  may  be  mentioned  as  of  almost  universal 
application.  At  the  first  interview,  for  instance,  it  is  safe 
to  say : “You  must  not  think  that  because  you  have 
done  one  wrong  thing,  you  cannot  become  a good,  re- 
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spectable  woman.  Many  a person  who  has  once  done 
wrong  has  afterward  earned  a good  character,  and 
lived  a useful  life.  But  it  all  depends  on  yourself.  Show 
that  you  mean  to  be  a good  upright  girl,  and  people 
will  see  it  and  believe  it.  But  carefulness  in  your  be- 
havior is  very  important.  We  cannot  do  very  much 
for  you.  All  that  is  in  our  power  is  to  put  you  in  the 
way  of  doing  right.  The  rest  depends  on  yourself.  If 
you  do  what  is  right,  and  especially  if  you  show  that 
you  mean  to  be  a good  mother,  it  will  make  all  the 
difference.” 

It  has  been  somewhat  more  difficult  to  obtain  situations 
for  our  mothers  this  year ; probably  because  in  these 
times  many  families  are  unable  to  hire  a domestic.  We 
call  attention  therefore,  to  this  point,  hoping  that  all 
who  are  able  will  assist  us  to  procure  situations  in  the 
country  where  a mother  and  infant  will  be  received 
together. 

Some  of  the  women  whom  we  offer,  are  very  good, 
skilled  workers,  whose  services  are  so  valuable,  that  they 
earn  $2.00  and  $2.50  a week  (equivalent  to  $5.00  and 
$5.50  without  a child.)  Others,  (and  these  are  the 
larger  number)  earn  only  $1.00  a week  for  some  months, 
but  their  wages  are  usually  raised  after  a time.  Others 
again,  young  and  inexperienced,  work  for  their  board 
only,  for  six  months  or  a year,  but  are  willing  to  learn, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  they  repay  the  trouble  of 
teaching  and  training  them.  We  prefer,  and  try  to  ob- 
tain for  each  woman,  a situation  in  a small  family,  in 
some  country  town,  not  very  far  from  Boston. 

We  subjoin  some  extracts  from  letters,  all  received  in 
1893.  The  first  is  from  one  of  the  workers  to  another. 
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all  the  rest  are  from  women  assisted : 

1 

Dear  Miss ; 

I had  quite  a room  full  to-day.  A and  her  very  beautiful 

boy.  A is  very  thin  from  over  work  but  said  with  a good  deal  of 

pride,  “When  I first  came  to  you  I was  in  awful  trouble  and  not  a 
cent  in  the  world;  now  I have  hired  four  rooms  and  a bath  room,  and 
they  are  all  well  furnished  and  I pay  my  rent  and  have  work  enough 
come  in  so  I can  make  a living  and  take  care  of  my  boy  and  he  is 
going  to  have  an  education  if  I can  earn  it.  She  said  “his  dress  and 
mine  are  both  some  you  sent  us  long  ago.”  They  both  looked  very 
neat  and  plain. 

2 

Dear  Miss— ; 

Pardon  me  for  not  writing  to  you  sooner.  I wrote  to  you  a short 
while  before  Christmas.  I received  your  Christmas  presents  with 
great  pleasure,  and  I thank  you  very  much  for  them,  it  was  more  than 
I expected.  I am  going  to  have  the  dresses  made  very  soon.  I en- 
joyed a good  Christmas.  I received  some  presents  from  my  mother 
and  sister.  I received  a new  pair  of  warm  shoes,  a dress,  a hood 
for  baby.  I think  I done  very  well  for  Christmas.  I am  get.ing 
along  nicely,  also  the  baby,  she  is  so  good ; every  one  thinks  so ; she 
is  well  all  the  time  with  the  exception  of  a slight  cold  in  her  head. 
The  family  say  here  that  they  never  in  their  lives  see  such  a good 
and  healthy  baby.  She  is  beginning  to  creep  but  has  not  commenced 
to  teeth  yet.  My  sister  came  to  pay  me  a visit  and  stayed  a week. 
I expected  my  mother  but  she  said  she  would  wait  until  fine  weather. 
I think  of  you  very  often  and  wish  I could  see  you.  I received  the 
papers  you  sent  me  and  I find  great  pleasure  in  reading  them.  Hop- 
ing to  hear  from  you  soon : 

Your  letter  and  card  received  with  pleasure.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  I came  to  S . My  sister  got  me  a place  to  work 

here  with  baby.  The  people  that  I work  for  here  are  very  kind. 
There  are  five  in  the  family,  and  they  pay  me  two  dollars  a week. 
Baby  is  well;  she  was  a year  old  the  9th  of  April. 

I arrived  here  safe  and  I must  tell  you  all  about  myself.  When  I 
left  C it  was  on  the  intention  of  having  a home  with  one  of  my 
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iDTothers  as  one  of  them  wanted  me  to  come  and  bring  baby  ; imag- 
ine my  surprise  when  on  arriving  here,  they  had  a place  to  put  the 
baby.  It  was  with  the  nuns  and  they  thought  1 would  part  from  her. 
I tell  you  1 felt  pretty  bad.  They  could  not  do  it  as  I have  my  child 
and  would  rather  beg  than  part  from  her.  My  mother  is  working 
out;  so  if  she  was  keeping  house  it  would  be  diuerent.  I could  live 
at  my  brothers  forever  if  I would  give  my  child  to  the  “ Sisters,”  but 
I will  not  do  it  as  long  as  I have  friends.  I have  taken  care  of  her 

and  myself  so  far  and  I intend  to  the  rest  of  my  life.  Mrs.  A felt 

terrible  bad  when  I came  away ; she  said  I was  a good  girl  and  told 
me  to  never  part  from  the  baby.  Well  I must  ask  you  to  get  a place 
for  me  and  I will  go  right  away.  I had  to  take  a room  for  myself 
and  baby  until  I would  get  work. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon  I remain ; 


Jan.  1893. 

Miss ; 

I thought  I would  write  and  let  you  know  I am  getting  along  nicely. 
The  baby  is  very  good.  I get  all  my  work  done  easily.  I think  the 
world  of  the  baby  now,  he  is  so  good.  I am  thankful  to  you  for  get- 
ing  me  such  a good  place  and  all  you  have  done  for  me. 

Mar.  1893. 

I thought  I would  write  to  you  and  let  you  know  how  I am  getting 
along.  I have  had  a cold  but  I am  getting  better.  I did  not  lay 
abed  with  it.  I have  worked  right  along.  I do  all  the  work  now. 
I do  the  ironing ; they  think  I do  my  ironing  very  nice.  I have  got 
lots  of  praise  from  parties  that  has  come  visiting,  for  the  bread  I 
make  and  rolls.  They  think  the  world  of  baby.  One  lady  and  her 
adopted  daughter  sent  a lovely  dress,  a pair  of  handsome  shoes  and 

a bonnet  and  the  making  of  a dress  to  the  baby.  They  are  Mrs ’s 

friends.  The  baby  is  very  good ; he  is  getting  so  fat ! I have  lots 
of  white  dresses  for  him  now,  he  looks  so  nice  when  he  is  dressed  up. 
The  ladies  takes  him  up  ; he  is  so  delighted  when  any  one  takes  him ! 
He  don’t  sleep  good  nights  that  is  all  the  fault  I find.  He  don’t  cry 
but  he  is  laughing  all  the  time— he  thinks  it  is  day-time  he  has.  I hope 
you  are  well.  I have  been  thinking  about  you  those  stormy  days;  Mrs. 
and  I have  been  saying  it  must  be  terrible  if  you  have  to  go  out. 
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Dea?'  Miss ; 

I received  the  Easter  Cards  you  sent  me  and  I thank  you  very 
much  for  thinking  of  me.  I am  very  well  and  the  baby  is  well  and 

she  is  getting  so  big.  Mr.  and  Mrs. loves  the  baby  for  she  is  so 

good  they  say  that  they  are  going  to  help  the  baby  and  me  as  long 
as  I will  stay.  They  are  so  kind  to  me  and  the  baby,  I love  to  stay. 
I must  close  with  love  from  B . 

I received  your  letter  and  the  three  numbers  of  the  Houscwif^;^  and 
I got  the  parcel  by  express  and  I was  very  glad  to  get  them  for  they 
are  so  useful  to  me  and  I thank  you  very  much  for  being  so  kind  to 
me.  I have  been  very  well  but  the  baby  is  not  very  well  she  is  getting 
' some  teeth  and  it  makes  her  troublesome  but  I have  plenty  of  time 
to  take  care  of  her.  I cannot  nurse  her;  I tried  everything  but  it  did  not 
help.  I have  to  give  her  Condensed  Milk  and  it  costs  so  much.  Mr. 

T gave  the  baby  one  dozen  cans  of  milk  and  that  was  a good 

help.  Well,  I must  tell  you  that  I have  got  lots  of  time  to  read  my 
Bible  on  Sunday  or  any  day  during  the  week.  I belong  to  the 
Episcopal  church.  I had  a letter  from  home  and  my  poor  father'  is 
dead  and  I do  feel  so  bad  about  it.  The  cook  book  you  sent  me  was 
very  useful. 

I received  the  book  you  sent  me  and  like  it  very  much  and  I am 
very  thankful  for  it.  I am  very  well  and  the  baby  is.  She  has  been 
very  sick,  I did  not  think  she  would  live ; she  has  got  four  teeth  and 
she  can  stand  up  by  a chair  and  walk  around  a chair,  she  is  very 
smart  and  she  gets  into  everything. 

5 

Deaj'  Friend ; 

I have  been  down  to  see  my  little  Baby.  She  is  quite  nicely,  she 
had  a sick  spell  while  I was  there  but  was  better  when  I left.  I staid 
two  weeks  and  a half  with  her.  She  did  not  want  me  to  go  away, 
poor  little  thing.  I did  hate  to  leave  her  so,  but  as  it  was,- 1 thought 

it  was  best  for  Mrs. wanted  me  to  stay  this  winter.  She  said 

that  she  hated  to  have  me  go  away  this  winter  so  I told  her  that  I 
would  stay  until  next  May  and  that  will  be  a year  and  then  I am  go- 
ing to  ask  her  for  a recommend  and  I will  be  with  my  baby  after  that ; 
I am  so  lonesome  without  her.  While  I was  down  there  I made  two 
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aprons  and  fixed  her  winter  dresses  and  made  her  some  fiannel  skirts; 
so  she  is  fixed  up  warm  for  winter.  She  is  just  as  good  as  can  be. 

Mrs.  R really  thinks  that  E is  far  better  a little  girl  than  her 

own  for  A is  always  so  cross  and  she  says  that  E has  a smile 

for  every  one. 

(The  writer  of  the  last  letter  kept  her  child  with  her  for  more  than  a year;  but 
was  then  induced  by  friends  to  put  her  at  board.) 

6 

Dear  Miss  ; 

I have  delayed  writing  for  I wanted  to  see  how  I liked ; so  far  I 

like  very  much.  Mrs.  E commenced  working  in  the  mill  one  week 

to-day.  They  have  three  children ; two  of  them  go  to  to  school.  I 

have  charge  of  everything  Mrs.  E helps  me  what  she  can.  I do 

not  have  to  get  up  and  get  any  breakfast;  they  get  their  own.  Just 
before  she  goes  to  the  mill  she  calls  me.  I have  a warm  room. 
It  is  a country  place  and  makes  me  think  of  home.  Last  evening 
I went  to  prayer  meeting ; enjoyed  it  very  much.  ‘ My  Baby’s  cough 
is  no  better  and  if  you  know  of  aiwthing  to  help  it  would  you  please 
to  let  me  know  and  I will  try  and  get  it. 

7 

Dear  Miss ; 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I take  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  you  a few 
words  of  thankfulness. 

I received  your  Christmas  presents  which  you  sent  me  Monday  night 
and  I was  more  than  pleased  when  I opened  the  parcel  and  found  out 
that  it  contained  such  useful  and  needful  articles  the  very  things  that 
I needed.  I knitted  my  little  baby  one  pair  of  socks  since  I have 

been  in  S and  am  now  making  some  little  dresses  for  him.  Baby 

thanks  you  kindly  for  his  little  presents  and  I sincerely  thank  you  for 
your  kindness.  Excuse  me  for  not  writing  and  thanking  you  for  my 
presents  sooner. 

The  following  letters  are  from  a young  woman  who  lost  her  own  infant  and  took 
a place  as  wet  nurse. 

8 

Dear  Miss ; 

I thought  I would  write  you  a few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I got 
a place  as  wet  nurse.  I like  the  place  pretty  well  and  I am  very 
fond  of  the  baby ; so  now  I am  sending  you  this  money  for  my  board. 
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I did  not  know  how  much  the  board  was  but  you  told  me  before, 
you  paid  four  dollars  a week.  You  know  I was  there  two  Vv'eeks 
and  you  agreed  to  pay  half  and  I thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind- 
ness. Please  write  and  let  me  know  if  you  receive  this  letter. 

I received  your  kind  letter  and  was  very  glad  to  hear  from*  you. 

Dear  Miss ; I have  very  poor  health  at  present.  I would  like  to 

stay  here  all  summer  for  the  baby’s  sake.  I am  very  fond  of  the 
baby.  I should  like  very  much  to  have  some  of  those  papers  but 
really  I have  no  time  to  read;  when  the  baby  is  asleep  I always  have 
other  work  to  do,  so  I thank  you  just  the  same.  I should  write  you 
a longer  letter  but  I must  take  the  baliy  now.  Good  bye  with  fond 
love. 

I hope  to  hear  from  you  again  soon. 

October,  1893. 

I received  your  letter  and  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I left 

Mrs.  E a week  ago ; I got  through  there  so  I am  back  to  the  old 

place  again.  I am  getting  the  Youths'  Compauion  you  sent  me,  I did 
not  expect  it  of  you,  I am  sure  I am  thankful  to  you  for  your  kind- 
ness and  if  you  wish  to  send  me  that  book  you  spoke  about  I would 
be  pleased  to  have  it  to  read.  1 am  not  very  strong  but  I hope  I 
will  gain  strength  soon. 

Good-bye,  with  love  from  K 

(it  will  be  observed  that  for  the  sake  of  the  delicate  l)al)y  she  was  r^ursing,  the 
writer  stayed  all  summer  in  a hard  place,  not  leaving  it  until  October,  although  her 
former  place  was  open  to  her  at  any  time.) 
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My  Dem'  Miss ; 

I was  surprised  and  delighted  to  receive  your  Christmas  bundle. 
You  sent  enough  for  two  or  three  and  were  more  than  generous  and 
I appreciate  it  very  much.  The  things  will  all  come  in  most  useful. 
The  baby  has  the  stockings  on  now  you  sent  before  and  I have  on 

the  ones  you  sent  now.  I had  a bundle  from  Miss  H with  a big 

cat  made  of  cotton  for  the  baby,  also  quite  a number  of  things  from  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  F I like  here  very  much  and  have  a good  home  and 

am  learning  to  cook  quite  a lot.  You  are  very  kind  to  still  remember 
me  when  I have  been  away  from  you  so  long,  and  I am  very  grateful. 
Could  you  get  me  some  ready  made  flannel  jackets  for  the  baby,  or 


could  Mrs.  K make  me  some  ? The  baby  is  very  large  now  and 

they  would  have  to  be  for  size  of  child  two  years  old. 

10 

Dear  Friend ; 

I received  the  bundle  on  Monday  last;  as  it  is  all  frozen  I can- 
not get  to  P it  is  so  bad  to  get  across.  I am  very  pleased  with 

the  apron  and  hat  trimming.  1 did  not  expect  to  get  anything  so  nice, 
I thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness.  Baby  is  very  pleased  with 
his  tyerand  said  “it  is  very  pretty.”  Baby  is  well  and  is  quite  smart 
he  is  walking  and  is  17  months  old  the  fourth  of  this  month.  He 

thinks  everything  of  Mrs.  K , and  he  is  very  comfortable;  Mrs. 

K has  made  him  some  warm  knit  dresses,  he  does  not  know  any- 

thing about  cold  weather,  he  is  kept  so  warm.  I thank-you  for 
all  the  other  things. 

I just  received  a letter  from  Mrs.  K who  said  you  sent  her  some 

things  for  me  and  baby.  I thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness, 
did  not  expect  anything  from  you.  Baby  is  well  and  quite  smart; 
talks  considerable,  he  is  lots  of  company  to  me  as  it  is  more  lonesome 

here  Mrs.  K -being  gone  ; Mr.- said  I do  well  and  will  be  soon 

a first-class  cook,  I make  very  good  pie  and  cake,  also  I like  to  cook 
very  much,  seem  to  take  to  it  very  much ; I make  very  good  bread 
and  baby  wants  his  little  pie  when  I bake,  he  is  very  good  and  minds 
real  well,  I must  close  now. 

I just  received  the  things  and  was  very  much  pleased  with  them, 
the  things  are  all  right  and  the  baby’s  also,  I thank  you  very  much  for 
them.  We  have  very  stormy  weather  here.  I am  very  thankful  for 
the  things.  Baby  is  two  years  and  a half  this  month,  he  is  big  as 
three.  The  cloak  he  has  got  he  is  outgrowing  it  and  it  is  not  com- 
fortable. He  wears  it  around  the  yard ; he  has  got  a hood  I would 
like  to  have  a hat  to  wear  for  best  if  you  please., 

1 1 

Dear  Friefid ; 

I received  the  parcel  you  sent  me  and  am  sending  you  many  thanks 
for  they  were  the  only  presents  I got  this  year.  I have  two  places 
now  that  I work  at  and  am  in  hopes  to  get  some  more  after  a while, 
but  times  are  so  hard  that  they  are  doing  their  own  work ; thanking 
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you  also  for  the  paper  you  are  sending  me.  I received  the  card  you 
sent  me.  It  is  very  pretty.  I return  you  many  thanks.  The  baby 
is  getting  along  splendid.  He  is  a big  boy.  I make  all  the  clothes 
he  wears  myself.  I am  working  myself  but  I have  had  a bad  cold 
this  winter.  I do  be  out  about  four  days  in  a week  about  four  or 
five  hours  in  each  place. 

I 2 

Dear  Miss ; Oct.  1893. 

Your  kind  note  was  received,  and  I thank  you  for  the  kind  offer, 
I shall  be  very  glad  to  have  a few  things ; I have  no  winter  clothes 
for  the  baby  yet,  so  anything  you  have  would  be  very  acceptable.  I 
have  entirely  neglected  myself  since  I had  the  baby,  for  it  has  taken 
all  the  money  I had  to  provide  for  her,  so  I would  like  some  winter 
flannels  very  much.  Anything  you  care  to  send  will  be  a great  help 
but  I want  you  to  do  what  you  think  is  best  as  I do  not  wish  to  pre- 
sume upon  your  kindness. 

The  Youth'' s Co7iipauioii  comes  regularly  every  week  and  I enjoy 
it  very  much. 

Thanking  you  for  all  that  you  have  done  for  me  ; 
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July,  1893. 


Dear  Miss ; 

I just  received  your  letter  and  I am  so  glad  you  have  not  forgotten 

me.  I am  not  at  the  S House  now,  I am  at  the  B and  it  is  a 

real  nice  place  but  I am  tired  of  moving  round  all  the  time  and  in 
the  end  I have  nothing  for  it.  I wish  I could  get  in  the  W Hospi- 
tal to  learn  to  be  a nurse.  E is  there.  I would  try  real  hard  to 

do  just  as  they  wished  me  to  and  then  I would  have  something  to 

look  forward  to;  for  next  March,  F will  be  two  years  old  and  I can 

never  support  him  then  with  the  small  pay  I earn ; and  if  I had  some- 
thing like  that  it  would  be  lovely.  I do  hope  you  will  do  what  you 
can  for  me  in  that  line,  I know  you  are  always  helping  everyone  and 
I always  think  of  you  when  I am  tempted  to  do  wrong.  I hope  you 
will  answer  my  letter  and  I hope  you  are  well  yourself. 


Sept.  1893. 

Not  having  heard  from  you  for  some  time  I thought  I would  write 
to  you  again.  I hope  that  this  correspondence  does  not  take  up  too 
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much  of  your  time  as  I know  you  are  always  busy.  I like  very  much 
to  write  to  you  and  I hope  you  will  find  time  to  answer  it ; you 
wanted  to  know  what  book  you  gave  me,  it  was  Heartsease"'  and  it 
is  the  best  story  I ever  read.  I have  ’‘‘‘Archie’s  Shadow  ” and  I think 
that  is  very  fine  and  ^Hohn  Jack”  but  the  others  I have  not  read.  I 
I am  doing  table  work  down  here  and  I like  here  quite  well,  but  I 

would  have  liked  to  go  to  B much  better.  I feel  so  sorry  that  I 

cannot  have  the  place.  I hope  you  are  feeling  well  and  that  you  will 
please  answer  this  letter  as  I really  love  to  hear  from  you,  your  letters 

are  so  kind  and  good,  just  as  you  are  yourself.  Miss if  you  will 

allow  me  to  say  so,  I hope  that  this  letter  will  not  weary  you  and  that 
I will  soon  hear  from  you. 
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Summer,  1893. 

My  Dear  Miss ; 

I received  your  kind  postal  and  am  always  very  glad  to  hear  from 
you.  Am  so  glad  you  are  nearing  your  vacation  as  it  must  be  a very 
much  needed  one.  You  wanted  to  know  if  I did  not  intend  to  go 
home  this  summer.  I hardly  know  how  to  express  myself.  But  in 
the  winter  father  wrote  and  offered  to  pay  my  fare  one  way.  So  I 

accepted  the  invitation  and  went.  When  I arrived  home  Mrs.  N 

asked  me  if  I had  seen  you.  I told  her  I had  not;  she  said  that  I 

done  wrong  for  which  I ask  your  forgiveness.  Mrs.  N told  me  to 

write  and  ask  you  to  come  up  and  see  us.  We  would  both  be  de- 
lighted to  see  you.  L has  had  some  new  print  for  every-day 

dresses  given  her,  also  a new  pair  of  shoes.  She  has  lots  of  clothes 
given  her.  I wish  you  could  see  her,  everybody  seems  to  love  her, 

especially  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N . You  ask  if  there  is  anything  that  I 

need.  There  is  two  things  but  I do  not  really  like  to  ask  you  for 
them. 

Lovingly  Yours, 
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May,  1893. 

Dear  Miss ; 

I can  truly  say,  I have  learned  a lesson  by  breaking  the  engagement 
with  Miss  Covell.  I never  was  so  sorry  for  anything  I did  as  I am 
for  doing  so.  I never  shall  under  any  circumstances  do  such  a thing 
again.  If  I had  only  had  time  to  think  I never  would  have  done  so^ 
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Your  letters  have  always  cheered  me,  full  of  advice  and  kindness; 
and  I believe  I have  all  you  have  ever  written  me,  and  now  I shall 
prize  more  than  ever  the  one  in  which  you  say,  “always  keep  your 
engagements.”  I will  be  glad  to  know  that  you  will  think  of  me  this 
summer.  The  Housekeeper'’ s Weekly'’’’  I like  very  imich  and  I 
should  be  thankful  for  reading  matter  of  any  kind.  I thought  that 
in  the  Fall  I might  get  work  somewhere,  that  is  other  than  housework^ 
and  find  a place  where  baby  and  I could  board,  where  the  lady  would 
care  for  him  during  the  day.  Of  course  I could  not  sleep  without 
him.  I hope  I shall  be  happy  here  but  then  we  never  know  a person 
until  we  live  with  them  and  if  I am  compelled  to  change  shall  I send 
my  address  ? My  sister  will  aid  me  if  I have  to  change.  There  is 
one  thing  in  which  I shall  be  firm,  I will  never,  as  long  as  I have 
strength  to  retain  him,  give  up  my  baby. 

Oct.  1893. 

When  I came  to  this  place  in  June  I had  paid  all  my  expenses  to 
who  ever  I was  debt  before  my  baby  was  born,  and  had  ten  dollars 
saved.  I had  up  to  that  time  bought  nothing  for  myself.  I got  a 

new  hat  and  brown  dress  before  I left  Mrs.  P . As  the  summer 

came  I found  my  under-clothing  and  dresses  for  working  was  about 
gone.  I was  obliged  to  have  some  new  boots  for  myself,  for  which 
I gave  $2.00  wearing  them  ever  since.  I needed  aprons  white  and 
colored.  I paid  20  cents  each  for  the  colored  and  25  cents  for  the 
white.  Four  of  colored  and  two  white.  I bought  three  calico  and 
one  gingham  dresses  and  one  change  of  under-clothing  right  through. 

Mrs.  P bought  them  for  me  at and  when  I was  in  Boston  I 

got  me  a winter  dress  for  39  cents  a yard  and  a hat  for  $2.00.  For 
the  baby  I have  bought  under-clothes  this  summer,  such  as  stockings 
(cotton  ones)  at  20  cents  per  pair  and  four  pairs  of  boots  at  75  cents. 
I bought  him  five  pieces  of  gingham  of  which  I have  made  him  five 
aprons  at  i2i  cents  a yard.  Under  those,  I am  making  to  wear,  out 
of  the  red  wrapper  you  may  have  seen  on  me,  two  dresses  which  will 
be  warm  for  winter.  I have  tried  to  be  economical.  I think  he  has 
dresses  enough  and  aprons.  I keep  large  bibs  on  him  all  the  time 

which  are  made  from  old  calico  and  pieces  of  shirts  Mrs.  S has 

given  me.  All  that  he  needs  is  some  warm  night  dresses  and  skirts. 
I did  not  mean  I spent  all,  when  I first  wrote,  I meant  I found  it 
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hard  to  get  along  and  save  much.  I have  about  eight  dollars  ahead 
now,  I had  ten  last  week  but  baby  was  taken  sick  on  Friday  of  last 
week  and  after  sleepless  and  feverish  days  and  nights  we  called  the 
doctor  on  Tuesday.  He  is  better  now  but  is  cutting  eye  and  stomach 
teeth.  I also  had  a doctor’s  bill  to  pay  when  I weaned  him.  I do 
not  know  whether  I am  economical  or  not  but  I would  like  to  be.  If 
I had  the  money  I would  have  liked  to  have  taken  a weeks  rest  after 
the  hot  weather.  We  had  six  extra  all  through  August  making  a 
fa’uily  of  twelve  counting  myself  and  baby.  Four  boarders  and  two 

visitors  and  Mrs. is  unable  to  do  scarcely  anything.  I will  pay 

for  whatever  you  send  me  and  will  be  glad  to  do  so  and  thankful  for 
any  advice  you  may  give  me.  I received  the  ^’"Chaplet  of  Pearls'^ 

last  night,  and  thank  you  sincerely  for  it.  You  see  Miss I have 

always  had  my  sister  to  buy  for  me  and  I have  had  but  little  experience. 

Mrs.  whom  N worked  for  was  very  kind  to  me  this  summer. 

They  had  a very  nice  baby  carriage  which  they  let  me  have  and  I 
took  baby  out  almost  every  day.  I will  be  very  thankful  for  any  sug- 
gestion you  will  make  so  that  I can  save,  because  I feel  that  I shall, 
need  all  I can  earn. 


Mary  R.  Parkman. 

Lilian  Freeman  Clarke. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Williamson. 

Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke 

Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Mass.,  or  to  Dr.  C.  P.  Putnam,  63  Marlborough  Street,  Boston. 

To  prevent  inconvenience,  we  add  that  the  ladies  who  carry  on  this  charity  are 
not  able  to  see  applicants  at  their  homes. 

Miss  Parkmaa  may  be  seen  on  Mondiys  an  I Thursdays,  ot  Room  48,  Chardon 
Street  Building,  2.30  to  4.30  P.  M. 

Miss  Clarke  will  be  at  29  Fayette  Street  every  Thursday,  2.30  to  4.30  p.  M.,  and 
at  the  New  England  Hospital  every  Monday  at  2.30  p.  M. 
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MOTHERS  ASSISTED  DURING  1893. 


Old  cases  (continued  from  1892),  . 66 

New  cases  (first  taken  in  1893),  242 

Whole  number  assisted  in  1893,  • 3°^ 

Married  women  (new  cases),  . 108 

Unmariied  women  (new  cases),  . 134 

242 

Married  women  (old  cases),  ...  10 

Unmarried  women  (old  cases),  . . 56 

66 


NATIONALITY  OF  OLD  CASES. 

( Alari'ied.) 


American, 3 

Irish, 3 

Colored, 2 

German, i 

Scotch  American, i 


10 


MATIONALITY  OF  OLD  CASES. 
( Unmarried. ) 


American, 12 

Irish,  7 

Irish- American, 10 

British  Provinces,  12 

English,  ■ . . 4 

Swedish,  3 

Colored,  2 

Scotch,  I 

German-American, i 

Unrecorded, 4 

56 


NATIONALITY  OF  NEW  CASES. 
( Married. ) 


American, 30 

Irish,.  . • • 37 

Irish -American, 7 

British  Provinces, 14 

English 6 

German, 3 

Scotch, 3 

Swedish, 2 

Russian, 2 

French, i 

Colored, i 

Unrecorded, 2 

108 


NATIONALITY  OF  NEW  CASES. 
( Unmarried.') 


Irish,  36 

Irish-American, 13 

American 23 

British  Provinces 29 

English, 8 

Swedish,  . • 5 

Scotch,  4 

Danish, 3 

German, 2 

P'rtnch, 2 

Colored, 2 

German-American, i 

South-American, i 

Australian, i 

Unrecorded, 4 

134 

American, 23 

Other  nationalities, ill 


134 
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AGES  OF  NEW  CASES,  * 

( Unmarried.') 

14  years  old, i 

26  “ “ • 

27  “ “ ..*... 

28  “ “ 

• • 3 

. . 6 

• • 9 

16  “ “ 

29  “ “ 

• • 3 

17  “ “ 

• • 3 

30  “ “ 

. . 4 

18  “ “ 

31  “ “ 

19  “ “ 

32  “ “ 

. . 2 

20  “ “ 

21  •*  “ 

. . . .13 

34  “ “ 

35  “ “ 

. . I 

, . I 

22  “ *•  

Over  35,  

. . 2 

23  “ “ 

. . . 14 

Unrecorded, 

• • 5 

24  3 

25  “ “ 9 

RECEIVED  DURING  1893. 

Oji  hand  Jan,  i,  i8gj,  $347.04-  Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse  . 

134 

$ 1. 00 

Miss  E.  H.  Bartol, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Ellis  L.  Motte,  . . 

3.00 

Mrs.  S.  Par  km  an  Blake, 

10,00 

Andrew  Nickerson,  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge, 

10.00 

Miss  Laura  Norcross, 

10.00 

Miss  C.  H.  Clarke,  . 

5-00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine,  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Clarke,  . . 

10.00 

The  Misses  Paine, 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis, 

20.00 

Mrs.  John  Parkinson, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis, 

20.00 

F.  H.  Peabody, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  I'\  Curtis, 

15.00 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Pickman, . 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Cummings,  . 

•5.00 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Pratt,  . . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  James  C.  Davis, 

10.00 

Mrs  W.  H.  Reed, . . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Otto  Dresel,  . . 

20.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson,  . 

50.00 

Wm.  Endicott,  Jr., 

100.00 

Miss  Marian  Russell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Geo.  Faulkner,  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears, 

15.00 

Miss  Matilda  Goddard,  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Shaw, 

10.00 

Miss  Harriet  Gray,  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Henry  S.  Shaw, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Greene,  . 

100.00 

Mrs.  Sarah  K,  Swan, 

•5.00 

Henry  S.  Grew, 

25.00 

Miss  R.  P.  Wainwright,  . 

10.00 

F.  L.  Higginson, 

200.00 

Miss  M.  S.  Walker,  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Oscar  lasigi. 

30.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware,  . . 

100.00 

Mrs.  Henry  P.  Kidder,  , 

10.00 

Edward  Wheelwright, 

10.00 

Miss  Anna  C.  Lowell, 

100.00 

Miss  Amy  White, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  T.  Lyman,  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Winslow,  . 

10,00 

Miss  Ida  M.  Mason, 

200.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott,  . 

30.00 

Mrs.  G.  vonL.  Meyer,  . 

100.00 

A Friend, 

400.00 

Miss  Amelia  Morrill, 

5.00 

Cash  returned, .... 

4.00 

20 


DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 


Mrs.  E.  C.  Butler, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Clarke, 

Mrs.  Geo.  Faulkner, 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Morison, 

Miss  Nathalia  Bent  (for  Sewin 
Circle  in  Canton.) 


Benevolent  Committee  of  Church 
of  Disciples. 

Boston  Sewing  Circle,  by  Miss 
Loring. 


Destitute  Mothers  and  InTants  in  Account  with 
Anna  H.  Clarke,  Treasure?'. 

Dr. 


To  board  of  women,  ...... 

$431.00 

Board  of  children,  , . . . . 

443-73 

Clothing  of  women,  ..... 

206.24 

Clothing  of  children,  ..... 

128.98 

Fares  and  traveling,  ..... 

201.66 

Milk  and  food,  ...... 

22.20 

Advertising,  ....... 

69.58 

Medicine,  ....... 

5-99 

Printing,  ....... 

37-25 

Stationery  and  Postage  Stamps, 

59-77 

Rent, 

26.00 

Sundries,  ....... 

157-39 

$1789.79 

Salary  of  Assistant,  gift  of  Mrs.  W.  B.  Greene, 

. 508.00 

Balance  to  new  account,  ..... 

629.17 

$2926.96 

Cr. 

Jan.  I,  1893,  by  cash  on  hand,  .... 

% 347-04 

By  subscription  during  1893,  .... 

. 2,013.00 

Interest  on  bond,  ...... 

50.00 

Interest  on  money  deposited  in  bank,  . 

. 8.92 

Gift  of  Mrs.  \V.  B.  Greene,  salary  of  Assistant, 

. 508.00 

$2926.96 

We  wish  to  explain  that  the  money  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  does 
not  signify  that  we  have  received  mure  than  we  need,  but  that  the  subscriptions 
which  come  to  us  late  in  the  year,  sometimes  the  end  of  December,  are  the  fuud 
with  which  we  meet  the  first  expenses  ot  the  new  year. 


